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A
n unbelievably imaginative 
and vast operation, Of 
Kings And Prophets 
deserves every award it 

gets nominated for – and without 
a doubt, it’s a production that 
will keep viewers glued in 2016. 
This is ABC Studios’ first large-
scale production in South Africa, 
and during our tour of the sound 
stage in Stellenbosch and the 
city of Gibeah in Durbanville, 
the local film industry’s 

commitment to excellence 
was praised time and again. 

Opening the tour, Christine 
Service, Senior Vice President 
and Country Manager for The 
Walt Disney Company Africa, 
explained how everything was 
constructed, manufactured and 
produced locally, offering skills 
development, work experience 
and employment for up to 858 
crew members and 829 local 
businesses. Vlokkie Gordon, the 

South African producer for the 
show, is ecstatic about what 
this means for the local motion 
picture industry, and despite her 
mammoth role in bringing things 
together logistically for the nine 
episodes, is still extremely humble 
about their achievements. 

The show is inspired by the 
biblical book of Samuel 1, and 
although it’s the age-old story 
of David and Goliath, it’s also a 
story of David’s ascension to the 

throne of Israel and how King 
Saul ultimately deals with the 
situation. “It’s [The Bible is] the 
world’s first soap opera,” Executive 
Producer Chris Brancato explained 
during a panel discussion with 
Production Heads and the DTI, 
“Your jaw drops at the detail, 
scope and scale.” He added that 
although he’s seen many crews in 
his day, Of Kings And Prophets’ 
was unique in its diversity – an 
eclectic mix of people he’s never 

seen before across the world. 
Directors on the show also went 
back to Los Angeles “consistently 
impressed”, saying the crew 
was A+. “The country is gaining 
a reputation for excellence,” 
Brancato said. On average the 
production team spent eleven 
days on each episode, although 
the intricate detail in each setting 
belies this jam-packed schedule.

Of Kings And Prophets is an 
epic saga of faith, ambition and 
betrayal as told through the eyes 
of battle-weary King Saul, resentful 
prophet Samuel, and youthful 
shepherd David. But perhaps 
the most epic thing about this 
production is that it has changed 
the lives of all those involved. 
During the tour, three trainees 
shared their personal experience 
working on set. Fayrous, who 
works in production, loves the fact 
that she’s learning something new 
every day. Luwanda joined the 
show as an extra and ended up 
in the costume department. Carl 
was a college dropout brought in 
as muscle and found he was great 
at costumes. “Now that I’m here, 
I can’t imagine doing anything 
else,” he said. Other success 
stories abound – a department 
cleaner became an on-set dressing 
trainee, four casual labourers 
showed such aptitude during the 
pilot that they’ve been integrated 

into the costume department, 
and several ex-F.I.L.M. graduates 
mentored current F.I.L.M. trainees 
while working on the series. 

This kind of production will 
not only impact the skillset of 
this sector, with many potential 
department heads coming 
out of the production, but it 
will also be a great vehicle for 
tourism. According to a 2011 
paper in Cactus Tourism Journal, 
“researches suggest that films can 
have a strong influence not only 
on decision making for short-
term holiday, but affect tourism 
revenues and long-term prosperity 
of destinations. For instance, 
Braveheart saw a 300% increase 
in visitor numbers to Wallace 
Monument in Scotland after its 
release, Troy saw a 73% increase 
in visitors to Canakkale in Turkey, 
and Four Weddings And A Funeral 
saw The Crown Hotel in England 
booked solidly for at least three 
years – and the list goes on. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry’s Nelly Molokoane 
acknowledged this fact, adding 
that they have assisted 583 
productions to date through 
the film incentive, 96 of which 
were foreign productions. Of 
Kings and Prophets will premiere 
on 8 March in the US and in 
SA later in the year on M-Net 
Edge (DStv Channel 102). 

The Callsheet was invited to explore the incredible sound stage and outdoor set of 
ABC Studios’ upcoming series Of Kings And Prophets. Here’s what we found.

OF KINGS 
AND PROPHETS

• 1: This	is	ABC’s	first	large-
budget	television	series	in	
South Africa

• R70M: The	estimated	
tax,	direct	and	indirect,	
generated	by	the	series

• R470M: The direct 
production	spend	in	SA,	
of	which	R391	million	is	
Qualifying	South	African	
Production	Expenditure	
(QSAPE)

• 675-858: The	number	of	
local	crew	members	at	any	
given	time	over	an	average	
of	39	weeks

• 3-10: The	number	of	local	
actors per episode

• 20,000: Around	20,000	
extras	man-days

• 99% : Of the overall 
shooting	crew	base,	99%	
are	South	African

• 829: The	number	of	local	
vendors	contracted	on	the	
series

OKAP IN NUMBERS • R7M:	A	distillery	in	
Stellenbosch	was		
converted	into	a	fully	
functional	sound	
stage		with	surrounding	
production	offices,	at		a	
cost	of	around	R7	million

• R11M:	The	biblical	city	of	
Gibeah	was	constructed	
on	a	farm	in	Durbanville	at	
a	cost	of	R11	million,	with	
a	fully	South	African	Art	
Department	overseeing	the	
design	and	creation

• US$405K: Local visual 
effects	companies	have	
been	engaged	to	provide	
CGI	work	at	a	minimum	
spend	of	just	over	R6.3m.

• 26:	The	number	of	trainees	
on	the	series,	spanning	12	
departments

• R1.7M:	The	estimated	cost	
of	training	on	OKAP

• 5:	Since	the	beginning	
of	the	production,	five	
trainees	have	graduated	to	
full-time	crew	positions,	
working	on	OKAP	or	
other	shows	currently	in	
production
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